I was at my niece's wedding recently.  It was a beautiful service, in part because of the minister's advice to the couple.  He repeatedly emphasized that they would need to be creative in learning to live with one another.  I was a little taken aback as I had just been reading a book about creativity and how it connects to a religious life.  It got me wondering if I was part of a trend or movement.

    The book I was reading was called God As Otherwise Than Being by Calvin Schrag (this is the kind of thing ex-philosophy majors read).  Schrag makes an interesting distinction between universal logic and transversal logic.  Universal logic is the one we're familiar with.  The classic example is the syllogism: 


All men are mortal.  


Socrates is a man.  


Therefore, Socrates is mortal.  

The universal part of the logic has to do with the "All".  The abstract quality mortality pertains universally to the class of objects called men.  Thus it is called a universal.  Universal logic is the one upon which most of our science and technology is built.  It allows us to predict and control what will happen.  We know that if Socrates is a man, he will die.  Likewise with our technology.  All 747's built to a certain set of set of specifications can fly.  This contraption is a 747.  This contraption can fly. Our world runs on this kind of logic.

     If universal logic has to do with the predictable, transversal logic has to do with the new, the creative, the never-before.  It involves putting together things that don't normally connect.  The most common example is a metaphor.  "He saw the heavens torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him."  When you cross dove with "the Spirit", you bring along all of the associations that go with dove.  Some of the associations work, others are best ignored.  In a recent Bible study at our meeting, we spent far too much time debating how a dove descends.  We were way too literal.  On the other hand, the connection to the story of Noah, where the dove brings an olive branch back to Noah to signal that the flood, and by implication, God's anger at humanity, was at an end, is far more suggestive for Jesus' baptism story. This kind of connection comes with a felt sense of discovery and opens up new meaning.

     Transversal logic finds a way around universal logic.  Thus in the story of Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt, Moses is caught between Pharoah's oncoming army and the Red Sea.  Universal logic would say that the Israelites should either perish or be returned to captivity.  But then something unexpected happens.  The Red Sea parts.  Quakers have a term for this.  They say that way opens.  We go to meeting and sit in silence waiting for way to open in the stuck places in our lives.

     These two logics imply different religious sensibilities.  Universal logic implies a God of control.  It implies religious practices devoted to getting things right.  Hence the sermon.  The most often quoted example of universal logic is John 3.16, "That everyone who has faith in him [Jesus] may not die but have eternal life."  It often gets interpreted as, if you believe in Jesus, you will go to heaven.  Or in syllogism form - Everyone (universally) who believes in Jesus will go to heaven.  I believe in Jesus.  Therefore, I will go to heaven.  The rub comes in when you start treating believing in Jesus as a technical problem and something you can control.  

     Transversal logic implies a creative God, a God who is making it up as She goes along.  It implies religious practices devoted to discovery, creativity, dare we say play.  It emphasizes grace. Of course, the most outrageous transversal is the cross.  Who could have foreseen that an instrument of state torture would get associated with love, peace, and salvation.  Transversal logic generates new possibilities.  It helps interpret the last passage in the gospel of John:  "There is much else that Jesus did.  If it were all to be recorded in detail, I suppose the whole world could not hold the books that would be written."  May we all find a place in the book of Life.

